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GOOD PEOPLE THEATER COMPANY ANNOUNCES GORDON 
GOODMAN TO STAR IN NEW PRODUCTION OF BARRYMORE  

 
Goodman—veteran actor with 100+ theater, film, and television credits—sees 

lead in company’s second production as opportunity to “explore the 
fascinating imperfections of America’s first great master of stage realism.” 

 
November 8 Preview, November 9 Opening  

Three Weekend Run November 15 through December 1, 2013 
 
LOS ANGELES, October 8, 2013 — Today Good People Theater Company announced 

its upcoming production: William Luce’s BARRYMORE, starring Gordon Goodman in the 

title role and featuring Matt Franta.  

Set in 1942, Luce’s play brings the 

aging, rye-soaked, but still fiercely 

charming John Barrymore to life in the 

empty theater where he and his loyal 

prompter, Frank, attempt to run lines 

for a much anticipated reprise of 

Barrymore’s Richard III—the part that 

elevated him from matinee idol to 

serious Shakespearian in 1920, when 

he was 38 years old.   

 

According to Director Janet Miller, 

BARRYMORE was chosen to further 

explore the “theater about theater” 

theme of Good People’s critically acclaimed inaugural show, A MAN OF NO 

IMPORTANCE, which played this past June in the Hollywood Fringe Festival and 
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garnered an astonishing 17 positive reviews and booked sold-out performances. Miller 

is keeping Good People Theater Company’s first season “meta-,” very inside the 

theatrical experience. “Spending an evening with John Barrymore gossiping about 

Lionel and Ethel or his suspiciously mannish second wife Blanche is about as inside as 

you can get, in terms of theater history,” she reports. “But this show is risky. You’ve 

got to have the right actor—someone who’s Barrymore-handsome and who can 

believably disappear into the role.  The decision was easy. It was either Gordon 

Goodman, or pick another show.” 

 

Presented in association with Greenway Arts Alliance, BARRYMORE plays at the 

Greenway Court Theater, 544 N. Fairfax between Melrose and Beverly. BARRYMORE 

previews on Friday, November 8 at 8pm, officially opens on Saturday, November 9 at 

8pm, and will run for three weekends from November 15 to December 1 (Fridays at 

8pm, Saturdays at 2pm and 8pm and Sundays at 7pm.) Tickets are $25 ($15 for the 

November 8 preview) and are on sale now online at www.GoodPeopleTheaterCo.org or 

by calling the Box Office at Greenway Court: 323-655-7679 ext. 100. Parking is free 

in the theater’s lot (entrance on Fairfax). 

 

Why Barrymore? 

Despite his 25-year friendship with Miller, signing Gordon Goodman wasn’t a foregone 

conclusion. “Normally, I don’t have the time set aside to do 99-seat theater,” said 

Goodman.  “Sometimes people forget I’m also a psychologist, 

busy helping people with performance issues, and doing 

academic research in media and entertainment.”   

 

So why take on this role? Goodman confesses a long fascination 

with John Barrymore, the man and the actor.  “I remember 

seeing him in the movie Grand Hotel when I was younger and 

being struck by the charming ease of his performance. As I 

investigated his story, I learned he was enormously gifted in fine 

arts, in writing, and in acting. For me, he became a very 

interesting case study in the complexities of a truly creative—if 

slightly out of control—life. Barrymore became a character I 
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really wanted to play, to live inside, especially as I’ve gotten older. When Janet called 

to suggest the project, it was as if she’d been reading my mind.”   

 

Not unlike Barrymore, Goodman started his professional performing career early.  At 

age 16, he began as a featured baritone soloist with orchestras all over the world, and 

from there built a 30-year career covering a wide range of artistic mediums, including 

more than 100 appearances in television, commercials, film, straight plays and—his 

trademark—musical theater.   

 

For an actor who wants to challenge himself, the richness of Barrymore’s personality 

is a hook. “Jack Barrymore was a real celebrity, but he was no plaster saint. 

Alcoholism and his reluctant participation in the Barrymore ‘family business’ led to an 

erratic track record, on stage and off.”  But Goodman notes Barrymore’s Shakespeare 

“broke new ground for realism in American acting.  That work was astonishing at the 

time and, without question, he established himself as one of our greatest stage 

artists.”   

 

Sadly, as Goodman points out, Barrymore’s antics in later years—the many wives, the 

raucous lifestyle, his blue sense of humor—flattened his reputation into the cliché of 

an inebriated has-been. “But William Luce’s play gives the memory of John Barrymore 

redemption. It’s a beautifully written, loving character study that becomes an ideal 

vehicle for realism, for presenting the deeper dimensions of a real person’s life on 

stage. As an actor, I want to create a performance that honors the complexity of 

Barrymore’s life. Luce challenges us to present an honest account of the man—the 

charms, doubts and imperfections that make Barrymore, despite his faults, admirable 

and even loveable.” 

  

ABOUT GORDON GOODMAN 
www.gordongoodman.com 
 
A baritone soloist with symphony orchestras since age 16, Dr. Gordon Goodman has 
been a soloist or recording artist with organizations such as: the London City 
Symphony, the Prague Symphony, the West Side Symphony, the Pasadena, Phoenix, 
Utah, and San Diego Symphonies, and the Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra. His voice 
can also be heard on the soundtracks of: Flatliners, Dracula, The Postman, Star Trek 
VI, Star Trek Generations, Twister, Independence Day, Six Days-Seven Nights, Devil's 
Advocate, Sum of All Fears, A.I, and Triple X. Dr. Goodman has worked under the 
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baton of John Williams, Jerry Goldsmith, Randy Edelman, Bruce Broughtner, and 
Henry Mancini was once his personal accompanist. 
 
A professional actor, Dr. Goodman has performed dozens of roles for the professional 
stage across the United States, including the Prince and the Wolf in Into the Woods, 
Charlie in Annie get Your Gun, Jud in Oklahoma, Dr. Craven in Secret Garden, 
Lancelot in Camelot, the Duke in Big River, Matt Burke in Anna Christie, the Professor 
in Gilligan's Island the Musical, Pierre in The Merry Widow, and Jigger in Carousel, 
with co-starring roles on television for more than 30 years, beginning with classics like 
21 Jump Street and In Living Color.  He has worked on stage or screen with 
performers such as: Bob Hope, Jack Nicholson, John Raitt, Ed Asner, Johnny Depp, 
Rich Little, Jim Carrey, Steve Martin, Leslie Uggams, Tim Curry and many others.  
 
Goodman holds dozens of copyrights for his music, books, research, screenplays, full-
length musicals, and concept albums recorded by stars from Phantom, Sunset 
Boulevard, the Scarlett Pimpernel, Wicked, The Addams Family, among others. 
Goodman also owns the trademark for HypnoCast Educational Products. 
 
Goodman has two Master’s degrees as well as a Ph.D. in Psychology focusing on 
media and entertainment. 
 
 
ABOUT JANET MILLER 
www.janetmiller.net  
 
Janet Miller is a producer, director, choreographer and educator. Her choreography 
has been showcased Off-Broadway at the Westside Theatre in The Marvelous 
Wonderettes. She received a Lucille Lortel Award nomination for Outstanding 
Choreographer for this production. Janet garnered a LA Stage Alliance Ovation 
nomination for her work on TMW, a Garland, a Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Award 
for Best Choreography, a BroadwayWorld LA Award nomination for Best Choreography 
and was part of the team that won the Ovation Award for Best Intimate Musical in 
2007. She also received a Garland and a LADCC choreography award for Winter 
Wonderettes.  
  
Miller choreographed the European Premiere of The Marvelous Wonderettes for Teatro 
Franco Parenti in Milan Italy. She staged her award winning Wonderettes step-touch 
extensively throughout the US, most notably at Northlight in Chicago, San Jose 
Repertory Theatre, Capital Repertory in Albany, NY, Sacramento Music Circus, 
Pittsburgh CLO, The Plymouth Playhouse in Minneapolis, Cabrillo Music Theatre in 
Thousand Oaks, CA, Moonlight Stage Productions in Vista, CA, McCoy Rigby 
Entertainment, and The Merry-Go-Round Playhouse in Auburn, NY.  
    
Miller was the Resident Director for Phantom Projects Theatre Group, based at the La 
Mirada Theatre for the Performing Arts. In 2010, she directed Lydia R. Diamond’s 
adaptation of the Toni Morrison book, The Bluest Eye to critical acclaim. The following 
season, Phantom remounted this production at the Miles Playhouse in Santa Monica. 
Also for Phantom Projects, Miller directed The Miracle Worker, The Crucible, Of Mice 
and Men, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare 
(abridged) Grapes of Wrath, The Giver and The Importance of Being Earnest.  
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Miller’s work has appeared on both coasts in productions of Side By Side By Sondheim, 
South Pacific, Guys and Dolls, Kiss Me Kate, Jesus Christ Superstar, Anything Goes, 
Baby, The Fantasticks, Annie Get Your Gun, Dames At Sea, Charlie Brown, Urinetown, 
The Odd Couple, The Nerd, The Man Who Came To Dinner, The Rimers of Eldritch, and 
Taming of the Shrew to name a few. She has a special expertise in tap, which she has 
taught and choreographed worldwide most recently in China and Thailand. She was 
one of the founding members of Golden State Theatre, the Family Theatre of La 
Mirada, for eighteen years, directing and choreographing over 50 productions. Miller is 
the recipient of the 2003 Excellence in Art Award for Drama from the city of Torrance, 
where she was the Artistic Director/Resident Director at the Torrance Theatre 
Company for seven years, directing sixteen shows during her tenure. She is also the 
Artistic Director for the MB Players.   

Miller holds a B.A. in musical theatre from CSUN, and an M.A. in theatre from CSULA. 
She is adjunct faculty at CSUN, CSULA and Cerritos College, and is a proud member of 
SDC.  

ABOUT MATT FRANTA 
www.mattfranta.com 
 
Matt Franta is an actor, stunt performer and fight choreographer.  Companies he has 
worked with include the Guthrie Theater, Marin Shakespeare Company, Phantom 
Projects, and he has toured throughout the U.S. with the National Theater for Children.  
Franta has worked with director Janet Miller on four projects including The Crucible, 
The Importance of Being Earnest, a staged reading of The Flier, a short play written 
by Kitty Felde, and most recently in Good People Theater Company’s inaugural 
production of A Man of No Importance. Franta also currently trains and performs with 
Swordplay Fencing Studios’ professional stage combat troupe.  
 
ABOUT GOOD PEOPLE THEATER COMPANY  
www.goodpeopletheaterco.org 
 
The Good People Theater Company believes there are three good reasons to have 
another small theater company in Los Angeles:  
 
We believe you can never have enough intimate plays and chamber musicals 
performed to the highest standards by actors and theater techs of many generations. 
We like seeing good people of all ages do great work.  
 
We believe Janet Miller—the company’s founding artistic director—is a walking theater 
encyclopedia and a true triple threat as a director of straight plays, a director of 
musicals and a choreographer.  We believe Janet is one-of-a-kind.  She deserves a 
professional forum for her talents and ideas, so we’re giving it to her. 
 
We believe quality theater changes people—the actors, theater techs, musicians, and 
audiences young and old who experience it—for the better. It’s important to be good, 
to do good (including a charity fundraiser performance in every run) and to make a 
difference.  So that’s what we’re doing.    
 
Founding GPTC Board members include:  
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• Kimberly Fox, Board President; Former marketing agency president, now 
marketing consultant and life-long lover of all things theater.  

• Janet Miller, Artistic Director (see full bio below) 
• Steve De Forest; Consumer Goods Corporate Executive, Executive Recruitment 

Board Member and Officer, Theatre Producer and Actor 
• Rhonda Kramer; Morning and Afternoon Traffic anchor for KFWB News/Talk 980, 

former owner / CEO of LA Network, providing traffic and news to multiple LA 
radio stations.  

• Steve Julian; Theater actor, director and playwright, voice-over artist, and host 
of Morning Edition on 89.3 KPCC. 

• Dr. Robert Fink; UCLA professor of musicology and former Gilbert and Sullivan 
Society conductor and performer.  

 
 

#  #  #  # 


